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THE NEED FOR STUDENT GLOBAL MOBILITY PROGRAMS

CULTURAL INTELLIGENCE: THE IRREPLACEABLE HUMAN SKILL

In an economy where routine cognitive tasks are increasingly automated, the ability to work effectively across
cultures is a premium skill. While AI can instantly translate text and even facilitate basic conversations across
languages, it cannot show cultural empathy, navigate complex relationships, or understand what drive human
behavior across different societies.

Our global mobility programs help students develop cultural agility—the uniquely human capacity to navigate
ambiguous social situations in unfamiliar contexts, and build trust and rapport across cultural divides. Work and
study in other cultures enables students to understand the historical, political, and social forces that shape different
societies, as well as adapt communication styles and problem-solving approaches to different cultural frameworks.

These skills require lived experience, human connection, and the kind of real-world learning that only comes from
living and learning in new contexts.

CREATING GLOBAL CITIZENS WHO CAN NAVIGATE WHAT Al CANNOT

With opportunities in 149 countries and campuses in 14 cities, Northeastern’s experiential learning model allows
students to dive deep into specific regions while pursuing their academic interests. Our global mobility programs
transform students into confident, culturally literate professionals who can thrive in an interconnected world.
Philanthropy ensures that financial barriers don’t prevent students from gaining the global perspective that will
define their lives and careers. Financial support can unlock invaluable opportunities for those who might otherwise
never leave the Boston campus

N.U.in. Students begin their Northeastern journey on one of nine

international N.U.in campuses—from Prague to Dublin to Barcelona—gaining “Starting college in Prague

immediate global perspective and intercultural competence. Your support changed everything about how
helps these students return to Boston with not only strong academic I see the world and my place in
foundations but the confidence and worldview that comes from successful it. The experience gave me the

independent living abroad. confidence to pursue international

opportunities throughout my

London, Oakland and NYC Scholars. Whether studying at our London, ERIEEL
Oakland, CA, or New York City campuses, students experience urban

. Sarah Chen,
environments that serve as global crossroads. These scholars develop the N.U.in Prague '22

sophisticated perspective that comes from living in world-class cities while
building professional networks that span continents.




Dialogue of Civilizations. These intensive four- to
six-week programs take students to more than 30
countries to engage directly with pressing global
challenges. Students meet with government leaders,
local organizations, and peers to discuss everything
from climate change to economic development to
social justice.

Summer In/Semester In. These programs give

undergraduate Northeastern students a full semester or a

“My Dialogue in Kenya wasn’t just about learning—it was
about understanding how complex global challenges
look completely different when you’re experiencing

them firsthand rather than reading about them.”

Marcus Rodriguez, Dialogue of Civilizations Kenya '23

summer session at one of our global campuses—0Oakland, Portland, Seattle, Silicon Valley, London, and Manhattan. There,
they immerse themselves in that particular city’s industry strengths, such as tech, finance, computing, and more.

Global Treks. During these immersive experiences, participating students spend a summer or semester living, studying,
and working in a major global city. They partake in experiences that go beyond the classroom, making local industry
connections, exploring new cultures, and taking part in one-of-a-kind networking.

For more than 125 years, Northeastern has been

at the vanguard of experiential learning, meeting
the dynamic needs of society’s workforces while
preparing the next generation of leaders. To amplify
our impact, we are doubling down in four key areas
of experiential education: student research, global
mobility programs, entrepreneurship opportunities,
and our industry-leading co-op model.

As a member of our global community who has
participated firsthand in shaping our mission,
your support is essential for helping us chart the
way forward in ensuring Northeastern’s students
continue to thrive and excel.

THE COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE
OF GLOBAL EXPERIENCE

Students who live, work, and learn across cultures
have an undisputed advantage. They understand not
just what different cultures value, but how to navigate
the complex human dynamics that drive international
business, diplomacy, and collaboration. They are
able to negotiate international agreements, and solve
complex problems that require human insight and
empathy. But these capabilities cannot be developed
through online learning or virtual reality; they require
real experience in real places with real people.

Philanthropic support doesn’t just help individual
students—it ensures that we continue to attract and
graduate the kind of globally competent leaders

that organizations around the world are desperately
seeking. Please support global mobility programs at
Northeastern and help shape the leaders of the future.
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