
“�Undergraduates in my lab have 
performed experiments that are 
cutting-edge. They’ve helped me 
work out new technologies, publish 
new papers, and a lot of them have 
operated at the level of what I 
expected from graduate students.”

Dori Woods, PhD,
Associate Professor of Biology 

At Northeastern, undergraduate student research opportunities offer hands-on experience in real-world contexts. Students 
involved in this essential work are key to accelerating innovation while gaining the skills and knowledge necessary to lead 
discovery in a rapidly evolving research landscape.

Northeastern University invites alumni, parents, and other supporters to help 
fund undergraduate student research opportunities. These funds will expand 
access to transformative experiences and ensure that every student can 
pursue meaningful work that makes a real impact.

For example, in Northeastern’s Center for Translational NeuroImaging 
Lab, undergraduates use brain-scanning technology to study the effects of 
controlled drugs, concussive injuries, disease progression, and more. This 
research could lead to a deeper understanding of the brain. And in the 
Chemical Imaging of Living Systems Center, undergraduates take part in game-
changing research as to how axolotls regenerate their limbs, which could lead 
to critical breakthroughs for human health.

EXPANDING ACCESS TO STUDENT RESEARCH

Students can contribute to research by working with a faculty mentor 
on an independent research project, join existing research projects in 
a center on a Northeastern campus, or work on a global research co-
op. Through these experiences, they grow academically, sharpen their 
critical thinking skills, and gain the knowledge needed to tackle the 
disruptions threatening scientific and technological progress. You can 
make a difference to the future of our students and scientific research by 
supporting the following funding opportunities:

Research Co-ops. Students eager to create new knowledge have abundant 
research co-ops to choose from—from studying rising ocean temperatures 
in Antarctica to conducting behavioral neuroscience research at Children’s 
Hospital of Costa Rica. You can help them hone a passion for discovery in 
the sciences and humanities with gifts that supplement modest stipends.

SPECIAL FUNDING OPPORTUNITIES

THE NEED FOR UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT  
RESEARCH OPPORTUNITIES



Faculty Research Projects. Northeastern boasts 
esteemed faculty who engage in cutting-edge 
research and collaborate with colleagues locally and 
internationally to address pressing global challenges 
in health, security, and sustainability. Undergraduate 
students play a key role on their teams, working in labs, 
co-ops, and research centers to drive innovation. 

Take, for example, Qing Zhao, assistant professor of 
chemical engineering, who is leading a team to develop 
more efficient and sustainable methods to produce 
ammonia—a key ingredient in fertilizers. Student 
researchers are helping accelerate her findings.

Global Research Projects. Students can gain hands-
on experience in research projects at prestigious 
international research hubs, through programs 
like global co-ops, study abroad, and Dialogue of 
Civilizations. For instance, at the University of Dundee, 
students can participate in biomedical research, 
studying cancer, cardiovascular diseases, and more. 
These transformative opportunities are powered by 
philanthropic support—and your generosity ensures  
that these valuable global research experiences  
remain accessible. 
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“I worked as a research associate at the Research on 
Multi-Disease and Educational Services (TERMES) 
center in Kenya, interviewing doctors and residents 
to understand health barriers behind the spread of 
visceral leishmaniasis, a deadly tropical disease. It’s 
so different being there in the field, rather than doing 
distant research or visiting for a day.” 

Leah Oruko, Bouvé College of Health Sciences 

EXPERIENCE MATTERS
For more than 125 years, Northeastern has been 
at the vanguard of experiential learning, meeting 
the dynamic needs of society’s workforces while 
preparing the next generation of leaders. To amplify 
our impact, we are doubling down in four key areas 
of experiential education: student research, global 
mobility programs, entrepreneurship opportunities, 
and our industry-leading co-op model.

As a member of our global community who has 
participated firsthand in shaping our mission, 
your support is essential for helping us chart the 
way forward in ensuring Northeastern’s students 
continue to thrive and excel.

MEASURES OF OUR MOMENTUM

$296.3M

Northeastern’s research enterprise ignites collaboration and 
solutions across the world. Our interdisciplinary discovery 
removes boundaries, testing new knowledge in a rapidly 
evolving world and translating what we learn into high-
impact solutions that advance society. 

in external research awards; up 508% since 2006 

50+
federally funded research centers and institutes 
spanning health, security, climate, AI, and more 


